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Live in Harmony with One Another  

—1 Corinthians 1:10-17b 

I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with 

one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly 

united in mind and thought. My brothers, some from Chloe’s household have informed 

me that there are quarrels among you. What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow 

Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas’”; still another, “I follow 

Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name 

of Paul?  I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, so no 

one can say that you were baptized into my name. (Yes, I also baptized the household 

of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.)  For Christ did 

not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with words of human wisdom, 

lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  

At the end of the service as the pastor gives the blessing you sometimes will hear the 

words, “Live in harmony with one another.” Those words sum up the thought in our 

sermon text this morning. Living in harmony could be applied to our marriage, family, 

and work. But the writer Paul is applying this to congregational life.  It is God’s will that 

there be congregations and that His followers congregate. In the days when Jesus 

walked this earth, there were synagogues throughout the land of Israel. These were 

Jewish congregations. The Holy Spirit tells us in the Book of Luke that it was the 

custom of Jesus to be in the synagogue every Sabbath. He often taught and preached 

in synagogues such as those in Nazareth and Capernaum.  

Those who seek to excuse themselves for not going to church by saying, “I am against 

organized religion,” will have to take up that matter with God. And should such say that 

instead of going to church, they read the Bible at home, they ought then to know what 

the Bible says about congregations. Do you know that almost half of the 27 books of the 

New Testament were written to congregations or to pastors? Galatians, Ephesians, 

Philippians, Colossians are examples including also the first letter to the Corinthian 

congregation from which our sermon text is taken. Letters to pastors were sent to 

Timothy and Titus. Wherever the early missionaries went, congregations were 

established.  

God intends congregations to be blessings such as the one in Corinth or the one in 

which you are right now. We are to preach and teach, to administer the Sacraments of 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, to encourage and guide people in their Christian faith, 

to reach out to others with the life-saving message of Jesus. In a nutshell, we are to 

seek to put people on the right path and keep them on that path to heaven. God wants 

the congregation to work well – He says, “Live in Harmony with One Another.” 

Living in harmony does not always happen. Whenever and wherever there is something 

good, the devil and the unbelieving world seek to wreck it. This is true of marriage 

which God intends to be a blessing, it is true of the family, parent-children relationships; 

men-women relationships, sex, work, and country. You would not expect Satan to keep 

his dirty claws off of God’s blessing of the congregation, would you? Here is a quick, 



short, and incomplete list of five things that Satan and the unbelieving world and the 

sinful natures want to promote in congregations which leads to disharmony. 

1. False doctrine – Paul would have to deal with that in congregations such as 

those in Galatia and also in Corinth. Much of his first letter to the Corinthian 

congregation deals with these matters. 

2. Faithless pastors and teachers who do not have a shepherd’s heart or whose 

lifestyle is not exemplary. 

3. Strife of all sorts in the congregation 

4. Unfriendliness, Lack of love –The great love chapter of the Bible is the 13
th
 

chapter of this letter to the Corinthian congregation.  

5. Damaging Quarrels in the congregation. Paul took up this matter right away in 

the first chapter of his 16 chapters in his letter to the Corinthians. 

Paul wrote, “My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me 

that there are quarrels among you.” These were the types of quarrels in the Corinthian 

congregation which were causing problems that Paul had to address. They could not be 

swept under the rug. These were more than disagreements. They were divisive. 

Disagreements of themselves are not necessarily wrong or unhealthy. I have not 

always agreed with every line item in our congregation’s budget that we vote on each 

year - and I doubt whether you always have. There can be disagreements, even strong 

disagreements, about matters of budgets and buildings and staffing. Disagreements 

about non-doctrinal matters are not necessarily sinful unless they become divisive.  

Well, what was the problem in the Corinthian congregation? Deep damaging divisions 

and vexing quarrels had formed in the congregation in connection with the pastors that 

had served or were serving the congregation. Paul explains, “What I mean is this: One 

of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas’”; still 

another, “I follow Christ.” This was not simply a matter of preferring one pastor over 

another. It was that they had formed camps and were rejecting the others. Emmanuel 

has four pastors. Although we are the same in what we teach and preach along with our 

commitment to Jesus and His Word, yet each of us is different not only in our assigned 

duties here at Emmanuel but also in our talents and our styles and personalities and 

different childhood backgrounds, .However, it is not competition with one another but 

cooperation; cooperation for the glory of God and the wellbeing of the congregation.  

We are tools in the hand of God. You might prefer one pastor’s preaching or teaching 

style over another. You might prefer to seek counsel and advice from a specific pastor. 

And that is okay. When Pastor Sims was serving here, he was asked to be a soloist at 

some weddings and special occasions. I was never asked. Nor would I have sung for I 

would have embarrassed you and also myself since I could not serve as a soloist.  

The divisions in Corinth were causing problems; People’s faith was being hurt. Jesus 

was not being glorified. Satan was having his day and his way. Paul did not say, “Well, 

just go ahead and quit the church” Or “Let’s close it all down.” No, God intended the 

congregation to be blessing. It needed correction, not demolition. What was happening 

was sinful. It was contrary to God’s will. Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, wrote, I appeal 

to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one 

another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly 

united in mind and thought. He appealed to them in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He is the one who died for us to redeem us from sin. And then he added an almost 

humorist thought, Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of 

Paul? Let’s stop the divisions and get on with the tasks of the congregation. 



What about our congregation? Why would our congregation not be targeted by Satan? 

Are we that special that the devil would not seek to cause problems? Don’t overlook the 

sinful world about us. The message of God that we preach and teach surely rubs the 

unbelieving world the wrong way and irks them. And each of us has a sinful nature. The 

Holy Spirit through Paul urges each of us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

continue to live in harmony with one another.  

What are some things that can damage a congregation? It has been my experiences 

within our church body that most of the problems a congregation has come not from 

outside but from within. They are self-inflicted. Our Lord Jesus calls upon us to promote 

harmony. Let’s look at a few ways we can promote harmony and also to resolve 

difficulties when they arise or, better yet, to avoid them before they arise. 

1. Love one another, “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 

one another.’ 1 John 4:11. 

2. Be a strong Christian in faith, attitude, and life. 

3. Be realistic. Sometimes there are expectations that everything is to be perfect 

in a congregation (after all we are Christians) but that is not realistic. All of us 

are sinners. I have told people who were joining our congregation that they are 

joining a group of 900 believers but also 900 sinners. All are forgiven; all seek 

to serve the Lord but not a one is perfect. 

4. “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against 

one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” Colossians 3:13. 

5. There will be misunderstandings. Do not allow them to grow and fester. Speak 

in love to the matter.  

6. There will be times when a pastor or a teacher has been too harsh or too soft, 

thoughtless or inconsiderate and people were hurt. This is not excusing a called 

worker. When this happens he/she has to consider this and correct it.  

7. Appreciate the volunteer work that is done within the congregation for the glory 

of God by your brothers and sisters in the faith. Some put in hours upon hours. 

They are not doing it simply to be thanked but they serve for the glory of Jesus 

and the well-being of the congregation. Encourage and compliment rather than 

discourage and complain. None of us are above positive criticism. Often it 

happens that a hardworking person in the congregation does not get burned 

out but gets burned up by negative criticism or indifference. 

8. Build up one another; be careful of remarks that tear down one another. Watch 

out for badmouthing. Remember that you are badmouthing not only a sister or 

brother but also a daughter or son of God. And God does not want His children 

to be subject to negative comments.  

9. Pray for the congregation. 

10. Continue to serve the Lord in all you do.  

A hymn puts it this way. 

Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love 
The fellowship of kindred minds Is like to that above. 


